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Bringing people together

Black History Month speaker promotes unity

PHOTO BY: TAYLOR TEEL

Eunique Jones Gibson, artist, activist and cultural architect, speaks to the audience at the keynote address for Black History Month. Jones Gibson launched her
“Because of Them We Can” campaign during Black History Month with the goal of empowering members of the next generation to honor the legacy set by their
ancestors through individual pursuit of greatness.

JONATHAN GIBSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

E

unique Jones Gibson
encouraged
Ole Miss students,
faculty and community members to continue the open conversation
surrounding race relations
in her keynote address
Monday night. She said different opinions are not always bad.

@thedm_news

DM STAFF REPORT

Senate
campaign
petitions
due this
Friday

ASB Attorney General
Brent Ferguson will accept
official campaign petitions
for the 2017 ASB Senate
Election this Friday afternoon in Minor Hall.
Students looking to join
the 2017-2018 ASB Senate must turn in a petition
signed by 25 qualified electors and an un-official transcript to the ASB office in
Minor B05 between 1 and 4
p.m. Friday, Feb. 24.
Senate positions are open
to freshmen students in
good academic standing
and all upperclassmen with
a minimum 2.5 GPA.
In addition to the GPA requirement, candidates for
ASB Senate must meet a
few other qualifications before submitting a petition.
Senate candidates cannot
currently serve in the executive or judiciary branches
of ASB and must be enrolled in the school they are
elected from.
Senate bill 15-10, effective Sept. 1, 2015, prohibits
students from petitioning

“Everyone brings something to the table,” Gibson
said. "It’s OK to agree to
disagree. I just want people
to understand my point of
view. Bringing people together is what’s important."
More than 50 students,
faculty and community
members congregated in
Fulton Chapel Monday evening for Gibson’s Black History Month keynote.
Gibson spent the last
four years creating the vi-

ral marketing campaign,
“Because of Them We Can,”
which celebrates the lives of
black leaders and innovators from the past and present. The campaign features
children dressed as famous
black men and women, each
paired with a notable quote
she feels defines that individual.
Gibson’s address gave
the history of her campaign
from its beginnings on
Facebook in February 2013

to her present-day attempts
to publish books, calendars
and other merchandise
preaching her message.
“Whenever someone has
an idea that’s innovative,
people are going to think
you’re crazy — until it
works,” Gibson said.
When
Black
History
Month 2013 came to an
end, Gibson was faced with
the decision of whether or

SEE KEYNOTE PAGE 3

SEE ASB PAGE 3

ry came into the store and
hopped over the counter,
put the cashier in a headlock, threatened to kill the
cashier and demanded the
money. He said Berry did
not have a gun when he attempted to rob the store.
Edwards said three male
customers subdued Berry
and had to hold him down
until officers arrived on the
scene. Berry was charged
with strong arm robbery
and taken to the county jail,
where he was temporarily

detained.
While in jail, Edwards
said Berry acted “like a wild
animal."
Edwards said he believed
that Berry was under the
influence of drugs, but the
student was not drug tested
because he was too combative against officers.
“We were hoping by
Thursday that (Berry) would
calm down, but he didn’t,”
Edwards said.
Edwards said Berry also
injured a jail employee who

was serving him a meal,
head-butted an officer and
broke another officer’s nose.
Berry is being charged
with strong arm robbery
and three counts of assaulting an officer.
Edwards said Berry bonded out Thursday, Feb. 9, for
$250,000. Edwards said he
is expected back in court
some time in June.
Berry was originally enrolled at the University of
Southern Mississippi but
had recently transferred to

Ole Miss. He is also a graduate from Hinds Community College, according to his
Facebook.
Manager of the West
Union One Stop, Moe Said,
said Berry acted erratic
when he came through the
door.
“He was acting crazy ... He
was jumping,” the 25-yearold store manager said.
He said the cashier who
was on duty when Berry attempted to rob the store was
not injured.

Student charged with 3 counts of assaulting an officer
LYNDY BERRYHILL

thedmnews@gmail.com

An Ole Miss student is out
on bond after being charged
with assaulting three law officers and attempting to rob
the West Union One Stop
near New Albany.
Business major Daniel
Berry was arrested the night
of Tuesday , Feb. 7, by officers of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.
Union County Sheriff
Jimmy Edwards said Ber-

OPINION

PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 14 FEBRUARY 2017

COLUMN

My dream: a kinder, more compassionate America

JULIA GRANT

thedmopinion@gmail.com

“If you are neutral in times
of injustice, you have chosen
the side of the oppressor.”
These words, spoken by
South African Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, have become
more of a political ideology to
me than any notion of “Republican” or “Democrat.”

They represent a clear and
direct clarification of the purpose of electing officials and
enacting policy — to ensure
injustice is eradicated in our
society.
This may sound like the
biggest piece of liberal propaganda you have heard this
week. However, this is where
our boundaries of political
identification fall short.
The left does not have a
monopoly on protecting
those who are most vulnerable, and the right is not out to
construct more obstacles for
those who are already facing
plenty.
As we are faced with humanitarian crises over and
over again, inundated with
heartbreaking photographs
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of suffering innocents and reminded of the tragedies within our own borders, political
bickering begins to seem almost self-serving.
One begins to grow weary
of the cheap talk that does
nothing more than stir up
dissension and fear.
Thus, instead of hearkening
to our clearly defined and enclosed political platforms, we
should instead let servants’
hearts guide our decisions.
Our actions should ignore
brands and trademarks in order to assist those in need all
around us.
However, this becomes difficult when the mechanisms
to help others are boring,
complex policy proposals
shrouded in partisan rancor.

ADVERTISING
SALES MANAGER

Ben Napoletan
dmads@olemiss.edu

SALES ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVES
Cary Allen
Ethan Gray
Kathryn Hathorne
Blake Hein
Danielle Randall
Sharnique Smith

thedmsports@gmail.com

SAM HARRES
assistant sports editor
MAGGIE MARTIN
copy chief

thedmcopy@gmail.com

ISSN 1077-8667

Many on the left automatically dismiss innovative legislative ideas because they come
from across the aisle.
Take the matter of school
choice, for instance. One
would assume liberals would
support it, as it levels the
playing field for underprivileged children and allows
them access to a quality education, regardless of their
zip codes. Yet, it was stamped
with a big, red “REPUBLICAN” and subsequently written off.
The right attaches this subtle hypocrisy as well. Republicans claim to work to create
opportunities for those who
want to work hard and rise in
our country. However, they
have taken the lead in re-

jecting refugees from several
Muslim-majority countries
lately.
It appears that a government constructed by the people and for the people has
lost its humanity. Perhaps
we all should remember what
the purpose of a nation is to
begin with — to serve those
within its borders most effectively.
When principles and party
become more life-like than
the people themselves, it is
important to consider whether life is worth sacrificing paltry labels.
Julia Grant is a freshman
public policy leadership
and journalism major from
Gulfport.

PATRICIA THOMPSON
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ASB

continued from page 1

Recycling

not she would continue the
campaign.
“By continuing the campaign into March 1,” Gibson
said. “It was a statement
that black history wasn’t
going to be contained to
just 28 days. We had an opportunity to create weapons
of mass empowerment.”
Gibson said many people
misunderstood her message
along the way, including
her own husband, who was
surprised at her dedication
to the idea. In the end, she
said, he pushed her to pursue it because it was riskier
to not take the risk.
Gibson said her central
message is to not forget
who you are fighting for.
“Being a part of the solution means knowing that
it’s not about you,” Gibson
said. “It’s not about being
comfortable or getting likes
or followers or retweets. It’s
about people you don’t even
know. It’s bigger than you.
Who will be able to pursue
their dreams because of
you?”
The “Because of Them We
Can” movement is helping
local communities through
sales and donations of Gibson’s coffee-table book of
the same name. “Because
of Them We Can” features

does a

world

of good

recycle your DM

continued from page 1

365 of Gibson’s iconic images. Gibson donated 40 of
her books to the Lafayette
County and Oxford Public
Library, the Boys and Girls
Club of North Mississippi and several elementary
schools in Oxford.
“The goal is expanding
content,” Gibson said. “Getting these books on every
school desk, recognizing
the dreams of every child.
That’s what’s important.”
Gibson said she understands that not everyone
will agree with her campaign or the Black History
Month movement. She emphasized that this disagreement should not be discouraging to activists.
Monday’s keynote address was just one of many
events the university has
planned for Black History
month. The Department
of Music will host a poetry reading Feb. 18, and the
Luckyday Residential Col-

PHOTO BY:TAYLOR TEEL

lege Dining Hall will have a
“Soul Food” luncheon Feb.
21. Both are free for students to attend.
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter said events like these
are important in the lives
of young people and in
promoting inclusion and
equality in the community
of Oxford and beyond.
“I’m really proud of the
way our university tackles
difficult questions. They’re
not afraid to raise concerns,
even if they may be controversial,” Vitter said. “This is
a place where we talk about
those issues. Black History
Month is the perfect time
for us to recognize how this
university has come so far,
yet understand that we still
have a long way to go.”

for residence hall seats.
After submitting a complete petition and attached
transcript, candidates must
attend ASB’s certification
meeting at 7 p.m. Sunday.
All nominees or candidates are required to attend
this meeting or submit an
absence excuse by 5 p.m. on
the 26th, two hours before
the meeting.
If a candidate will be absent for Sunday’s meeting,
he or she must submit an
excuse naming a representative who will attend the
meeting in his or her place.
Candidates will be disqualified if they do not either attend the meeting or submit
a formal excuse.
Open campaigning will
begin immediately after
this certification meeting.

Ole Miss ASB allows strictly
“word of mouth” campaigning.
“Word of Mouth Campaigns allow for person
to person campaigning
through conversation, personal text message, and
personal email,” the ASB
Elections Handbook states.
Candidates may not campaign prior to Sunday’s
meeting.
The campaign season
opens Sunday night and will
come to a close with elections March 7. Students can
vote that day on myOleMiss
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
and results will be posted
that night at 7.
Students can find all campaign rules and regulations
in Title V of the ASB Constitution and Code on the ASB
website.

Wed., Feb. 15

5 pm at Off Square Books

DERRICK
HARRIELL
signs

ON THE SQUARE
IN OXFORD
Call 236-2262 for
details or
to reserve
signed copies

STRIPPER IN
www.
WONDERLAND squarebooks
(LSU Press, pb. 17.95)

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am

.com

33697

28747

28793
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Everything you need to know about the

This weekend, filmmakers,
actors, producers, directors
and, of course, film buffs,
will fill up theaters in Oxford for the 14th annual Oxford Film Festival.
Headed by executive director Melanie Addington,
the film festival has seen
immense growth this year.
Addington said more filmmakers are attending than
ever. One-hundred twenty
of 151 films will be represented by 305 filmmakers
in attendance. They’ve also
sold more tickets and VIP
passes —about 300 more
than last year, as of last
week. VIP passes allow access to all aspects of the
festival, including nightly
afterparties and the awards
ceremony.
A large array of films and
filmmaking methods are
part of this year’s line-up.
Thanks to Addington’s decision to add three new categories, an even larger buffet
of diverse films will light
up Oxford’s silver screens.
Films under the umbrellas
of LGBTQ+, new media and
music documentary can now
join showings with other
cohesive works. Addington
said she added the LGBTQ+
category after the passage
of the Mississippi religious
freedom bill, or HB 1523,
last summer. After Addington and her board spoke
out against the bill, they received more backlash than
expected. That prompted

her to add the category, and
subsequently, more LGBTQ
voices.
“We made a decision —
because of how many people
responded so poorly to what
we thought was very positive, saying that we should
be more open and diverse —
that we needed to be more
adamant about sharing
more stories like this,” Addington said. “(The category)
absolutely was because of
that.”
New media encompasses
episodic content and virtual reality. Virtual reality has
expanded as a category at a
number of festivals, including the Oxford Film Fest.
The rise of web series like
Issa Rae’s “The Misadventures of an Awkward Black
Girl,”
which
eventually
spawned into an HBO show
that premiered last year
called “Insecure,” is a hot
topic, and it’ll be represented at the festival, too. Canadian action series “Petrol”
will premiere an episode for
the first time in the United States, and “The Other
Kids,” an intimate look into
the struggles of small-town
teens, will premiere regionally in the category. Ten
virtual reality films will be
available to view for free
at the Powerhouse Thursday-Sunday. The festival is
also pairing with Misbits,
a new art and media space
in Oxford, for workshops
available both for children

ZOE MCDONALD
and adults.
Oxford is steeped in culture, and it’s certainly not
lacking when it comes to
music. And, as it turns out,
the film festival has never
been lacking in music, either.
“Obviously Hill Country
Blues and the history of music in our state, with Elvis
and all the blues musicians,
we’ve always gotten great
music documentary submissions. And it was always
like, ‘Oh, we can only play,
like, one.’ Every movie can’t
be a music documentary,
but it can be if I create an
entire category,” Addington
said, smiling. “So we’re really excited.”
The music documentaries feature notable artists
like north Mississippi blues
artist Fred McDowell and
the “Arkansas Wild Man,”
or Sonny Burgess of Sonny
Burgess and the Legendary
Pacers, who will be playing Proud Larry’s on Friday
night as part of the festival.
There are also a number of
music videos for local artists
like Tate Moore, The Great
Dying and Ole Miss student
Alex Presley. Addington
pointed out that most films
in the music category have
ties to Oxford in some way.
While Oxford Film Festival access requires a pass or
tickets for certain showings,
there are also free options
for people who want to enjoy the festival but are on a
budget, starting Tuesday at
The Lyric with a showing of
“William Eggleston in the
Real World.” Wednesday
and Thursday’s communi-

ty shorts showings are also
free. A number of other
showings, including the experimental and documentary shorts, are free, as well
as all adult workshops and
panels. Saturday, students
can enjoy a showing of
“Chasing Amy” at the Ford
Center, where 300 tickets
will be given away.
The festival also has student discounts on tickets
and passes.
Oxford Film Festival also
gave back to the community
in a unique way: a community film. Directed by Ole
Miss theater professor Rory
Ledbetter, the community
film highlights the unsung
heroes of Oxford.
“We went out, actually, for
drinks for a friend’s birthday,” Addington said. “He
had a funny trick he could
do, and we were like, ‘Huh.
That’s funny,’ and then our
other friend, Max, who, it’s
about “fireMax,” was like,
‘Well, I can breath fire.’
“And we were like, ‘Wait.’”
So they trained 40 potential crew members and got a
large cast together made up
of volunteers and community members. The film will
premiere Wednesday during
the community shorts block
at the Powerhouse. Also
showing in this block are
films the festival was able to
fund through grants.
The festival itself, in its
growth and endless entertainment options, is only
part of what Oxford Film
Festival gives back to the
community. It is an integral part of the Ox-film society, which helps provide
Lafayette County filmmak-

ers with equipment. Panels,
workshops and the community film are ways students
and community members
can get hands-on and learn
about the craft.
Addington said it’s all
about getting people engaged and instilling an appreciation for the art, as
well as providing a diverse
experience.
“(The lineup) ranges so
much because we want to reflect more than just, ‘Here’s
the Mississippi experience,’
which we do focus on and
have Mississippi films, but
we want people to be able to
experience the world in one
weekend at our screens.”
For more information
about the Oxford Film Festival or to buy tickets or
passes, visit oxfordfilmfest.
com.

NewsWatch
Monday
through
Friday
5 pm
Channel 99

Free Tax Return Preparation
Clinic operated by the law school
Tuesdays and Thursdays
3:30-6:30 pm
at the Oxford Public Library

The 30-minute show
is the ONLY LOCAL
television newscast
generating news
directly to and for Ole
Miss, Oxford, and
Lafayette County.

Necessary items: ID, Social Security
Card, all tax documents
International students are welcome!
PLEASE DIRECT ALL INQUIRIES TO olemisstaxclinic@gmail.com

33695

Rebroadcast at 10 pm
33602
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How to: Valentine

LAST MINUTE LOVE FOR EVERYONE
ANNA KATHRYN HODGES
MCKENNA WIERMAN

As the spring semester begins to take off into the full swing of exams, constant assignments and projects,
it can be pretty easy to lose track of events and activities outside of school. So if you’re one of the many
who’ve forgotten today is Valentine’s Day, or maybe you just couldn’t think of something to do with your
special someone, I have a few last-minute ideas that are sure to save the day.
FOR THE FOODIES
Oxford is full of fantastic restaurants and
lounges, many which would be the perfect spot
to take your significant other out for a romantic
dinner. Pick up some chocolates from any local
sweet shop around town, and see if you can
find a table at a place to eat on the Square. Or
perhaps grab a bottle of wine and cook up a
fun, fresh and flirty dinner the two of you can
share by candlelight.

FOR THE MINIMALISTS

FOR THE OUTDOOR LOVERS
It’s no secret that Oxford is home to not only beautiful
buildings and businesses but also some gorgeous
parks and properties. If you’re someone who wants
to really put in some effort to show your date your
appreciation, take him or her on a picnic to Lamar Park
or Rowan Oak. Pack up a basket of an assortment of
finger foods, fruits, veggies and a drink of choice. Take a
blanket, and your afternoon is set! Pick out the best spot
on the groomed grass and enjoy. Also, it wouldn’t hurt to
pick up a bouquet of pretty flowers, either, would it?

FOR THE LONE WOLF

If none of the date ideas I have suggested
Maybe company isn’t really your thing, or you
have caught your fancy, or maybe they are too
haven’t really found any one special to be your
extravagant and require too much effort, then
Valentine this year. Well, before you go stabbing a
perhaps something simple would be the perfect
pencil through a heart-shaped box of chocolates and
date. Sometimes the best dates are the most casual. playing “All By Myself,” remember that Valentine’s
There are an endless number of things to do in
Day is all about celebrating love – which includes self
Oxford, and many of them cost little to nothing
love. So run yourself a nice hot bubble bath, grab
to enjoy. Take your date out for frozen yogurt, ice
yourself a sweet treat, snuggle up on the couch with
cream or fresh popsicles. Oxford has many great
your favorite book or movie and enjoy yourself. Spoil
coffee shops and quaint little bakeries that would
yourself and order something delicious for delivery.
be perfect for an evening of conversation and the
You deserve to feel good today.
simplicity of just being together.

FOR THE ARTISTS
Yet another great perk of living in Oxford is the
endless number of music venues and art galleries,
and if your special someone has a great interest in
the arts, one of those many venues would be the
perfect place to take him or her on Valentine’s Day.
Maybe head out to the Square to catch a concert. Or,
if your date is more interested in the visual arts, take
him or her out for a quiet, romantic evening at one
of Oxford’s art galleries, Southside Gallery or Oxford
Treehouse Gallery. If you’re looking for an afternoon
date, the University of Mississippi Museum is open
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

FOR THE GANG
And last, but certainly not least, are the plans for
those of us who will be spending this Valentine’s
Day with our buddies. It’s perhaps a blessing to
live in Oxford, as it’s the perfect place for a GNO.
Gather up all of your closest girlfriends or dudepals who are also spending the holiday single
and have your very own “Pal-entine’s Day” party.
Pick up some wine or beer (if doing so is legal for
you) and your favorite candies or chips and rent
a movie for a chill night in. Or you could always
head out for a night on the town.

No matter what you decide to do for Valentine’s Day, whether it’s a lavish dinner at one of Oxford’s
fine restaurants or a simple fun-filled day picnicking and getting ice cream, all that really matters
is that you’re with the one you love and care for. Have a happy Valentine’s Day!

33696
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Four things to watch for as Rebels take on LSU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

Good coaches love to harp on
the importance of free throws.
As the name implies, they are
literally free points. Their importance has not been lost on
head coach Andy Kennedy, now
taking part in his 11th season
in Oxford, who has drilled his
team to a .844 (108 of 128) free

Sebastian Saiz continues
to own the boards
He’s been a pillar of constancy all season. Power forward Sebastian Saiz is averaging a double-double per game this season

Tipoff is scheduled for 8 p.m.,
and fans outside of Oxford can
tune in on the SEC Network.

Valid till 2/15/17

Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

EASY
5 4 3
3 6 8
4 2 7
7 1 4
2 7 6
1 9 5
6 5 1
8 3 9

6
7

4

1
5
8
3
2
9

y Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

2

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

HOW TO PLAY
Complete adaptation to environment means death. The essential point in all
response is the desire to control environment.
-- John Dewey

8 1 6
9
4
7
9
6 8
6 9
2
2 9
7
4
1 9
7 6
4
3
1 9
8
1 4
4
2
3
7
3
9 8 2

8

Puzzles by KrazyDad

9

SUDOKU©

Sudoku #2
2 8 1 6 7
4 5 7 2 9
6 9 3 8 1
5 3 2 9 6
8 1 9 4 5
7 4 6 3 8
9 2 8 7 3
1 6 4 5 2
7 5 1 4

Sudoku #2

3

FREE bucket of range balls
for every $25 spent in gift cards

4
8

Happy Valentine’s Day

33677

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

2

28638

Clutch free throws

1

662.236.3030

(15.2 ppg and 11.4 rpg). As one
of only two seniors on the team
this year, Saiz leads by example on and off the court. A
native of Madrid, he has seen
his minutes steadily increase
over his four years as an Ole
Miss Rebel to almost 34 minutes per game. Even against a
relatively toothless LSU team,
Kennedy can count on a solid
outing from Saiz.

9

apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

OPEN LATE

throw conversion rate over the
past five games. After making
25 straight to start the season,
Deandre Burnett’s free throw
percentage currently stands at
.896 (147 of 164), good enough
for second in the Southeastern
Conference.

3
7

(after 90 days of good performance)

best 39 three pointers this year,
he promises to be a handful for
Neal, Burnett, Tyree and the
rest of the Ole Miss guards.

6 8 2
7 1 4
3 5 9
9 2 8
4 3 5
1 7 6
8 6 3
2 9 1
5 4 7

50

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

Sudoku #6
6 4 2 8 7 1 3 9 5
9 5 1 4 3 2 6 7 8
7 8 3 9 6 5 2 1 4
5 6 8 1 2 7 4 3 9
1 3 4 5 9 6 7 8 2
2 7 9 3 4 8 5 6 1
4 2 7 6 1 9 8 5 3
8 1 6 2 5 3 9 4 7
3 9 5 7 8 4 1 2 6

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time
SIGNING BONUS
$

6 5 2 7 4
7 4 8 5 9
8 9 1 6 3
2 6 5 1 7
1 7 3 8 2
3 8 9 4 6
4 1 6 2 5
5 3 7 9 8
9 2 4 3 1

NOW HIRING
ALL POSITIONS

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Sophomore guard Terence Davis approaches his teammates after a timeout is called. Davis has shown vast improvement
during this season and will be a huge factor in the Rebels’ NCAA Tournament bid.

5

The sophomore guard put
up a career high 26 points as
the Rebels stormed back from
a 20 point deficit to defeat the
Auburn Tigers last weekend.
After averaging just 1.8 points
per game as a freshman, Davis

A bright spot in an otherwise
dull offensive lineup, the sophomore guard from Sarasota,
Florida, leads all LSU scorers
with 16.5 points per game this
season. A member of the 2015
All-SEC Freshman Team and
two time SEC Freshman of the
Year, he played in all 33 of LSU’s
games last year and averaged
18.6 points per game during the
final 11-game streak. At 6 feet 4
inches tall, Blakeney commands
attention all over the floor, but
he’s most dangerous behind
the arc. Knocking down a team-

6

Terence Davis
making waves

Shutting down
Antonio Blakeney

Sudoku #4
9 7 5 1 3
3 2 6 5 9
1 4 8 7 6
4 3 7 6 5
6 1 2 8 7
8 5 9 4 2
5 9 1 2 4
7 6 4 3 8
8 3 9 1

The Rebels, ranked No. 6
in the SEC, are set to face off
against conference rival LSU
tonight in The Pavilion. The
9-15 Tigers, currently No. 14 in
the SEC, have struggled to find
wins this season and are currently stuck at the tail end of an
11-game losing streak. Ole Miss
(15-10), on the other hand, is
hoping to ride the momentum
from its recent come-from-behind victory over Auburn. Here
are four things to look for during
tonight’s game:

has improved to an impressive
13.6 points per game this season. As an average of the past
six games, that number jumps
up to 17.6. Improvement has
been the name of the game for
Davis this year, and if the Rebels
have any remaining hope for an
NCAA Tournament bid, they’ll
need Davis to be at his very best.

2

thedmsports@gmail.com

Sudoku #8
3 8 9 1
6 1 2 3
5 7 4 2
8 9 3 4
4 5 6 9
1 2 7 5
9 3 8 7
2 4 1 6
7 6 5 8

SAM HARRES
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Freshmen litter opening day lineup for Ole Miss
thedmsports@gmail.com

Perhaps the largest question
mark looming over coach Mike
Bianco and his Ole Miss team
is how the talented but untested freshmen will respond
to the national spotlight and
competition that comes with
playing SEC baseball.
With only eight upperclassmen, compared to an overwhelming 28 underclassmen,
Bianco and his veteran players
will be tasked with developing
and nurturing the freshman
class, many of whom will play
key roles for the team this season.
Starting with one of the most
highly touted true freshmen
on an already-stacked lineup is
Grae Kessinger, a fourth-generation Rebel and Errol Robinson’s successor at shortstop.
The 19-year-old from Oxford
High will look to make an immediate impact both offensively and defensively.
“He’s a great athlete, a great
shortstop. He knows what to
do over there and is more than
ready,” junior second baseman
Tate Blackman said, casting
aside any doubt on the freshman’s readiness.
Kessinger, among others in
his freshman class, has been
led and taught by the more experienced players like Blackman and senior third baseman Colby Bortles. Kessinger,
Blackman and Bortles make
up three-quarters of the infield, followed by freshman
Cole Zabowski at first.

of true freshmen expected to
start opening day will be the
man that will be behind the
plate opening day in Cooper
Johnson. Even with incredible
depth at the position, Johnson
won over coaches during the
fall with his game-changing
abilities. Defensively, Bianco
noted, Cooper proved that his
arm and quick release could
influence the game more than
anyone else behind the plate.
The freshman catcher isn’t
solely defined by his defensive
play, however.
Over the fall, he showed an
ability to hit and could prove
an asset offensively.
Still, Johnson’s strong arm
and athleticism behind the
plate should have opposing
teams worrying the most.
All the praise isn’t to say
Johnson’s position is safe,
though.
Bianco also pointed at DilFILE PHOTO
lard and sophomore Nick
Michael Fitzsimmons hits the ball during a game last season. Fitzsimmons will be sharing time with freshman Cole
Fortes as potentially filling the
Zabowski at first base this season.
spot throughout the season.
The position will see plenty of
Dillard ranked as the top as a bat too good to lose in the competition between young
Zabowski’s spot isn’t necand highly talented teamessarily a lock—Bianco stated catcher in the state in high rotation. Dillard, a switch hitmates.
that Chase Cockrell, a junior school, but made the tran- ter, has big league power from
Once glance at Mike Bianco’s
college transfer, and Michael sition from behind the plate both sides of the plate and the
lineup
headed into Friday’s
Fitzsimmons, a sophomore to the outfield this fall. The 6 athleticism to play nearly any
opener
against East Carolina
who played in 43 games last feet tall, 215-pound freshman position on the field. Bianco
will
show
how much the coach
year and started 29, could also looks, as Bianco describes, like and the Rebels should expect
trusts
his
younger
players.
to see Dillard at a variety of posee time at first base. Either a catcher.
With
true
freshmen
starting
“[He’s] a guy that, when you sitions and succeeding at each
way, Zabowski will certainly
in
the
infield,
outfield
and
besee his fair share of action on look at him, he looks like a one. Ole Miss is extremely
hind
the
plate,
Bianco
and
the
first and round out an infield catcher. He’s a strong guy who deep at catcher, and Dillard’s
rest
of
his
team
will
have
no
composed of two true fresh- looks like his position is going move to left field doesn’t mean
choice
but
to
trust
that
these
to be behind the plate.”
he won’t catch at some point
men.
Despite that appearance, but is more a testament to Ole first-year players can handle
In the outfield, Bianco is
the pressure and talent of collooking at Thomas Dillard, an- Bianco assures that Dillard Miss needing to keep his bat in
lege baseball.
other true freshman, to start in possesses the speed and arm the lineup somewhere.
to excel in the outfield, as well
Rounding out the group
left field.
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Bianco names rotation, starting lineup at media day
diamond listing his eight starters in the field.

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

3B- Colby Bortles
SS- Grae Kessinger
2B- Tate Blackman
1B- Cole Zabowski/Chase
Cockrell/Michael Fitzsimmons
(Bianco said you will see all
three throughout the weekend)

Mike Bianco stood on a podium, clad in a coat and tie, in the
Diamond Club area at Swayze
Field Monday for his 17th media day at Ole Miss, signifying
the beginning of college baseball season. Ole Miss is set to
take on No. 6 East Carolina Friday afternoon to open its season. Bianco gave some insight
on what his team will look like
on opening weekend.
The rotation was the first order of business, and it will look
like this:
Friday- David Parkinson.
Saturday- James McArthur
Sunday- Brady Feigl
"The reason that this has been
so difficult to figure out is because of the competition. I don't
know if we've ever had a year
where we've had so many guys
that could do it," Bianco said.
"Not only those three guys that
I mentioned, but true freshmen
Will Ethridge, Greer Holston
and Ryan Rolison were the six
guys that were really candidates
to start for us. I chose those
guys because they give us the
best shot to succeed."
The only real wildcard here,
if there is one, is Brady Feigl,
who was really effective for Ole

LF- Thomas Dillard
CF- Ryan Olenek
RF- Will Golsan

FILE PHOTO

Mike Bianco announced the rotation and starting lineup for opening weekend against No. 6 East Carolina during media day in the Diamond Club area
at Swayze Field.
Miss out of the bullpen last year pitched the best of all of them,"
as a freshman. Bianco said Feigl he said.
Tate Blackman backed up Bimay have the best stuff on the
team, and the Sunday role was anco's assertion that Feigl has
really the Rebels' most glaring potent movement with is pitchweakness on the pitching staff, es, and could be a really tough
so going with a guy with some pitcher for the Rebels on the
experience like Feigl certainly back end of their rotation.
"His stuff is.. not straight.
makes sense.
Bianco said he thought about Everything he throws at you is
splitting up the two left-handers moving left or right or down,"
in Parkinson and McArthur, Blackman said. "It is very hard
putting Feigl in between, but in to get a barrel on him. Like
the end elected to go with this coach B said, he has the most
electric stuff on the team."
order.
Bianco also went around the
"To be honest, David has just

Overall, it will be a pretty
young group that will have as
many as four freshmen in the
lineup at one time. Bianco says
he doesn't quite know how he
will handle the designated hitter slot, but he added that Kyle
Watson, D.J. Miller and Tim
Rowe, along with the guys competing at first base, will be in the
mix for time at DH.
What does this team lack?
According to Bianco, it's leadoff
hitter.
"One of the things that this
team doesn't have is a traditional, prototypical leadoff hitter,"
Bianco said. "We've got a lot
of really good hitters. I think
this team will be more physical than last year's team as far
as extra-base hits and home
runs. I do think we have that
component of running, but we
just don't have that type of hitter. Most of the guys that run

like Blackman, Golsan, Olenek,
they're very aggressive hitters as
well. I think the leadoff spot is
one that I'd like to figure out as
quickly as possible."
Sophomore Nick Fortes will
also see time behind the plate,
as could Dillard, who is a catcher by trade but will start in left
field due to the fact that the
Rebels need his bat in the lineup. Ole Miss is really deep at
this position, largely due to everyone from this talented freshman class showing up on campus. It's brought competition,
which Bianco thinks has been
great for all of them. Johnson
has led the way because of his
defense.
"Cooper has showed me that,
defensively, he can be a game
changer with his arm and his
quick release. There are times
in intra-squad games where
you just shake your head," Bianco said.
"But the other guys are all
talented. I don't think we have a
problem with any of them running out there and catching."
One thing he did make clear
was that you'll likely see three
different lineups in the three
games this weekend as the Rebels tinker with the pieces they
have, like most teams will be
doing this time of year.
First pitch on Friday is at 4
p.m.
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